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Independent Tertiary Education Council Australia 

Postal Address:  GPO Box 450, Canberra, ACT, 2601 
Street Address:  Level 7 10 Hobart Place, Canberra, ACT, 2600 

t: 1300 421 017    f: 1300 421 018 
e: membership@iteca.edu.au 

Introduction 

ITECA National Reference Groups 
 
 
 
Whether you're a seasoned professional or just beginning your career in the independent tertiary 
education sector, it’s a great time to become more deeply involved in the work of the 
Independent Tertiary Education Council Australia (ITECA). 

Through ITECA National Reference Group membership, you have the chance to play a lead role in 
identifying key issues and industry trends, then translate those needs into action items for 
potential development.  The advice and recommendations from members serving on ITECA 
National Reference Groups allow the ITECA Board to establish effective policies, approve 
projects of value, set properly targeted budgets and oversee the Council’s operations. 

Volunteering your time to serve on an ITECA National Reference Group is a rewarding experience, 
one that offers you many benefits at a personal and professional level. 

Benefits Of National Reference Group Participation ― 

▪ Meet peers from across the independent tertiary education sector. 
▪ Build your own leadership and team-building skills. 
▪ Develop a shared understanding of shared problems and develop sector-wide solutions. 
▪ Gain knowledge and stay current on commercial and regulatory matters. 
▪ Develop lasting friendships as you work together to advance the sector. 

Volunteering your time and leadership skills in committees can be a very rewarding experience. 
Members find great personal satisfaction in sharing their life experiences to help others solve 
problems, grow, and succeed.  Participation is a tool to benefit your own career path as you learn 
alongside members who have much to share with you, too. 

If you enjoy working with other professionals across the independent tertiary education sector, 
we encourage you to get involved.  You’ll be making a contribution with others who want to make 
a difference as, through the projects they champion to the policy advocacy priorities they 
identify, your contribution will have a lasting and important impact on the future of independent 
tertiary education in Australia. 

I look forward to welcoming you to a growing community of those making a difference through 
your participation on an ITECA National Reference Group – it’s a great time to get involved. 

 
Troy R Williams FIML MAICD 
ITECA Chief Executive 
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The ITECA National Reference Group provides a way for you to play a proactive role in shaping the 
projects and policy advocacy activities that are undertaken on behalf of the entire independent 
tertiary education sector by ITECA.  You’ll be joining a great group of people who’ve volunteered 
their time to play a leadership role in the sector and serve as a conduit between the membership 
and the ITECA Board, ensuring that the views of a broad range of members are canvassed before 
decisions are taken. 

Involvement with an ITECA National Reference Group offers you many opportunities to discuss, 
learn and contribute to the industry as well as opportunities to socialise and build networks with 
other members.   

Key Functions Of National Reference Groups ― 

▪ Monitor chance to the commercial, regulatory and technical environment that will have 
an impact on issues within the committee’s scope. 

▪ Provide recommendations concerning what ITECA’s response might be to government 
or stakeholder consultations. 

▪ Consider the scope of projects and their capacity to support members. 

Consistent with ITECA’s role representing independent tertiary education providers of all types and 
across the nation, the composition of each ITECA National Reference Groups is balanced. 

Composition Of National Reference Groups ― 

▪ Chair appointed by the ITECA Board. 
▪ A representative from each ITECA State / Territory Branch appointed by local members. 
▪ Up to eight additional members. 

Each ITECA National Reference Group meets three or four times per year by videoconference for a 
meeting that is typically one and a half hours in duration.  You’ll also receive updates on the 
evolution of projects and industry developments via email, along with the opportunity to provide 
guidance on how ITECA may proactively respond to these. 

Those eligible to serve will be employees of Corporate Members, Affiliate Members and Associate 
Members.  Individuals admitted to the ITECA College of Vocational Education and Training 
Professionals will need to be employed by one of the above member types to be eligible for ITECA 
National Reference Groups partipation.
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The terms of reference for each ITECA National Reference Group have been developed in concert with 
members, then approved by the ITECA Board, with the view to ensuring that all issues that affect 
providers in the higher education, vocational education, training and skills sectors are addressed. 

The aim is to ensure that, as the opportunity arises, through your participation on an ITECA National 
Reference Group members have the opportunity to identify issues and provide recommendations on 
appropriate response to issues. 

Higher Education ― ▪ Oversight of the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards 
Agency (TEQSA) and its regulatory activities in order to 
ensure that independent providers are supported; 

▪ Monitoring the sector’s understanding of, and compliance 
with, higher education provider registration standards to 
identify pathways to reduce red-tape while preserving 
quality outcomes for students; 

▪ Reviewing funding models to ensure that students have 
equitable access to government support irrespective of 
their choice of provider; and 

▪ Identify initiatives that can promote quality independent 
providers in the higher education sector. 

Vocational Education & Training ― ▪ Oversight of the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) 
and its regulatory activities in order to ensure that 
independent providers are supported; 

▪ Monitoring the sector’s understanding of, and compliance 
with, VET regulatory standards to identify pathways to 
reduce red-tape while preserving quality outcomes for 
students; 

▪ Reviewing funding models to ensure that students have 
equitable access to government support irrespective of 
their choice of provider; 

▪ Identify opportunities to improve the process of 
qualifications development and industry input into the same. 

▪ Identify initiatives that can promote quality independent 
providers in the vocational education and training 
education sector. 
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International Education ― ▪ Ensure that government policy supports a vibrant and 
sustainable international education sector; 

▪ Work with the Australian Government to ensure that student 
VISA management supports international education whilst 
preserving broader immigration policy; and 

▪ Monitoring the sector’s understanding of, and compliance with, 
international education standards to identify pathways to 
reduce red-tape while preserving quality outcomes for students. 

Professional Development ― ▪ Provide input into the theme, content and learning outcomes for 
the annual conference; 

▪ Provide input into the scope and content of sector summits (e.g. 
higher education) to ensure that they position ITECA as a leader 
in the sector and provide valuable information; and 

▪ Provide input into the scope and content of the professional 
development program  

 
The important thing about the ITECA National Reference Groups is that they are member-driven forums, 
thus the matters that are considered are those highly relevant to the membership and directly affect 
the ability of their organisation to provide students and their employers with the quality outcomes they 
are looking for. 
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Introducing The  

Independent Tertiary Education Council Aust. 

 

 
The Independent Tertiary Education Council Australia (ITECA) is the peak body organisation 
bringing together independent providers in the higher education, vocational education, training 
and skills sectors.  Individually and collectively these providers share a commitment to providing 
students and their employers with the quality outcomes they are looking for. 

The ITECA Higher Education Network brings together more than one-half of the independent 
providers in the higher education sector. 

The ITECA Vocational Education and Training Network provides the membership vehicle for 
independent providers that deliver training to around two-thirds of all students undertaking 
vocational education and training in Australia. 

Through the ITECA College of Vocational Education Professionals individuals also have the 
opportunity to affiliate themselves with ITECA and the collective commitment to excellence. 

Through ITECA the independent tertiary education system has a strong advocate that has a 
proven track-record of achieving legislative reform.  ITECA’s members identify the changes to 
funding and compliance models that ensure quality outcomes can be delivered while the same 
time freeing providers from an unnecessary regulatory burden.  ITECA’s policy team in Canberra 
take an evidence-based approach to policy advocacy to press the case for reform with their 
established contacts at a parliamentary and departmental level. 

Australia’s independent tertiary education system has a strong track record of providing the 
educational outcomes and skills required by Australia’s changing economy.  The ITECA State Of 
The Sector Report published each year pulls together data from a range of government and non-
government sources to showcase the success of the independent tertiary education system. 

ITECA members come together under a number of sector interest groups (e.g. construction, 
healthcare, manufacturing and tourism) in order to build and awareness and share information 
about the issues facing the industry sectors in which they educate, train and reskill the 
workforce.  These sector interest groups provide a powerful networking tool for these employed 
by members of the ITECA Higher Education Network and the ITECA Vocational Education and 
Training Network. 

Until mid-2019 ITECA was known as the Australian Council for Private Education and Training 
(ACPET).   For more information on ITECA visit the website: 

www.iteca.edu.au



 

 

 

 


